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WOODFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



GFXEBRATION OF NINETIETH ANNIVERSARY OF AD- 
MISSION OF ILLINOIS, DECEMBER 3, 1908. 

The annual meeting of the Woodford County Historical Society 
was held on the ninetieth anniversary of the admission of IlHnois 
into statehood, in the circuit court room of the court house at Eureka, 
Dec. 3, 1908, 

It was an occasion of more than ordinary interest. The election of 
officers for the coming year was held at half past one o'clock, and L. J. 
Freese was chosen president, I. B. Hammers, of El Paso, vice president, 
J. F. Page, of Eureka, treasurer. Miss Amanda Jennings, of Eureka, 
secretary and J. C. Tomb, of Eureka, trustee, and then, after the trans- 
action of other business, a Lincoln and Douglas program was rendered 
before an intelligent and interested audience. The society had secured 
Col. Clark E. Carr, of Galesburg, to deliver an address before the so- 
ciety at this time. Notices of the meeting had been published in all the 
newspapers of the county. The court room and adjacent space was 
full to overflowing. A large number of those in- attendance were 
from out of town. Although the room was crowded the oest of order 
prevailed. 'The program began at two o'clock with the selection of 
music, "Star Spangled Banner.** by the Ladies Glee Club, of Eureka 
College, . all dressed in white, followed by prayer by Prof. B. J. 
Radford. 

G. W. Anthony, Prof. B. J. Radford and Col. B. D. Meek, all 
members of the society, made short speeches of a reminiscent charac- 
ter. Each gave an account of his acquaintance with Lincoln and 
Douglas. They related many interesting things coming under their 
observation fifty years ago. 

The Ladies' Glee Club sang. "Columbia, the Gem of the Ocean.*' 
This was followed by the introduction of Col. Clark E. Carr and his ad- 
dress on the "Lincoln and Douglas Debates." A brief synopsis of his 
address may not be out of place here. 

Douglas had served his second term in the U.'S. Senate. He had 
returned to Illinois to conduct his campaign for a third term. He had 
won many a victory on the floor of the senate, one of them being the 
repeal of the Missouri Compromise, and put in its place his favorite 
doctrine of Popular Sovereignty. When Kansas asked to be admitted 
as a state, politicians with the influence of the administration at 
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Washington supporting them, . desired to force the pro-slavery Ler 
compton Constitution on the people. To defeat this scheme Douglas 
used his great eloquence and influence. Kansas was admitted as a free 
state under the Leavenworth Constitution, framed by the people. 
This placed Douglas in the front ranks ^s a statesman. Lincoln, com- 
paratively unknown, was arrayed against Douglas. Lincoln was 
opposed to the extension of slavery. In a speech at Springfield he 
stated that, *'this government can not exist permanently half slav6 
and half free," etc. This declaration startled the politicians. For 
the purpose of securing the attention of the people, he challenged 
Douglas to a joint debate. There were seven debates, in all, held at 
diflPerent places in the State. In the mean time the Supreme Court 
handed down what is known as the Dred Scott decision, by which it 
was made practically lawful for an owner of slaves to carry them into 
another state or territory. Lincoln held that this decision nullified 
Popular Sovereignty advocated by Douglas. Lincoln challenged 
Douglas to say how, under this decision, the people of a territory could 
keep slaves out, to which Douglas could only reply by saying: 
"Unfriendly legislation.'' This was displeasing to the people of the 
south. All hope of the Presidency in t86o was gone. It made Lincoln 
the acknowledged leader in the RepubHcan party. 

Col. Carr portrayed with skill and fairness the characters of the 
two men, at one time imitating the voice of Lincoln, at another, that 
of Douglas. His address, truly, was a treat, and the occasion will 
be long remembered. 

The address of Col. Carr was followed by the singing of "Illinois," 
by Miss Augusta Kirchner, of Secor. The words were slightly 
changed to suit the occasion. They ran as follows: 

By the rivers gently flowing, 

Illinois^ Illinois, 
On thy prairies verdant growing, 

Illinois, Illinois, 
Comes a message on the breeze, 
Rustling thru the leafy trees 
And its mellow tones are these, 
Illinois. 

From a wilderness of prairies, 

Illinois, Illinois, 
Straight thy way never varies, 

Illinois, Illinois, 
Still upon the inland sea, 
Stands thy great comm'ercial tree, 
Turning all the world to thee, 
Illinois. 

Not without thy wondrous story, 

' Illinois, Illinois, 
Can be writ the Nation's glory, 

Illinois, Illinois, 
On the record of thy years. 
Many a noble name appears, 
Douglas. Lincoln, and our tears, 
Illinois. 
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After a word in explanation of the large pictures of Lincoln and 
Douglas gracing the front part of the court house, the Ladies' Glee 
Club sang "My Country *Tis of Thee." the audience joining in on 
the last stanza, and the meeting closed wjith prayer by Dr. C. H. 
Tichnor, of the Presbyterian church. 

The display of mementos that had been announced was an inter- 
esting feature of the meeting. The people lingered for some time 
viewing the exhibit, which consisted of the following : 

Negative of Lincoln found in an old gallery in Tazewell county, 
rhade in 1858. Loaned by L. J. Freese. 

"New York Herald,'' April 15, 1865, containing account of assas- 
sination of Lincoln. Loaned by Mrs. C. M. Brasfield. 

"Chicago Tribune," Sept. 10, 1863, containing two letters of 
Lincoln's, one written to Springfield, Illinois, convention, the other 
to A. G. Hodges, Esq., Frankfort, Kentucky. Loaned by Mrs. Bras- 
field. 

Paper containing the presidential vote from 1789 to 1876. Loaned 
by Mrs. Brasfield. 

Photo of sycamore trees which grew from the cellar where 
Lincoln's store stood at New Salem, near Petersburg. Loaned by 
Miss Laura C. Brasfield. 

Photo of the Lincoln mill on Sangamon river. Loaned by Laura C. 
Brasfield. 

"Vicksburg Daily Citizen," Jlily 2, 1863, copyrighted April 16, 1885. 
Loaned by J. P. Darst. 

Speech of Douglas in the senate, on the Lecompton Bill, 1858, 
Loaned by Miss Amanda Jennings. 

"Woodford County Sentinel," Metamora, April 20, 1865, containing 
account of the death of Lincoln. Loaned by J. F. Page. 

Badge of Douglas and Johnson. Loaned by John W. Tomb. 
Medallion of Lincoln and Hamlin. Loaned by J. F. Page. 
Large oil painting of Stephen A. Douglas. Loaned by Peoria 
Public Library. 
Large portrait of Lincoln. Loaned by Col. B. D. Meek. 
Relief picture of Lincoln, presented to the society by L. J. Freese. 

Photos of Stephen A. Douglas and wife. Loaned by Mrs. Long, of 
Washington, 111. 

L. J. Freese, 

President Woodford County Historical Society. 
Eureka, Jan. 19, 1909. 



